
At the time of writing, spring has well and truly sprung.  Colour is beginning to return to my garden, and as I walk
through the churchyard at St Mary’s, I’m greeted by the sweet, almost playful scents of daffodils, hyacinths and
jasmine drifting on the breeze.  Lambs are appearing in the fields, the sun is making more frequent and welcome
visits, and the air carries a gentle warmth that hints at brighter days ahead.  All these signs of spring lift my heart,
reminding me how grateful I am to have moved beyond winter with its long, cold, dark nights.  Yet even as nature
awakens, some of us may still feel as though we are living through a wintery season in our own lives or in the world
around us—a season marked by heaviness, uncertainty, or sorrow.

As we approach Easter, we are invited to take courage from both the cross and the resurrection.  When Jesus died
on the cross, he entered fully into the depths of human experience. He knows the weight of our struggles, our griefs,
and our fears. To those who witnessed it, his death did not look like victory. To his friends and followers, that first
Good Friday must have felt unbearably bleak. But the cross was not the end of the story. On the third day, Jesus
rose again.

On Good Friday, it seemed as though fear, jealousy, anger and hatred had triumphed.  It looked as if the powers of
this world had won. But the resurrection reveals a deeper truth: God’s love is stronger than all these things. Jesus
allowed humanity to do its worst, and still he rose. He offers forgiveness, hope, and the assurance that nothing—not
even death—can separate us from the love of God. Love wins.

So this spring, as we notice signs of new life all 
around us, let’s not shy away from acknowledging 
the places of pain or grief in our own lives 
or in the wider world.  We can take comfort in
knowing that Jesus came to be with us, he 
understands our suffering, and remains with us 
in every struggle.  And because we live in the 
light of the resurrection, we know that darkness
never has the final word. In seasons of waiting, 
doubt, or difficulty, we can hold onto the hope
Jesus offers.  We can choose to trust, to invite 
him in, and to look expectantly for new life to 
break through.

As Desmond Tutu reminds us: “Good is stronger 
than evil. Love is stronger than hate.  Light is 
stronger than darkness. Life is stronger than 
death.  Victory is ours through him who loves
us.” Amen to that!                          Revd Leah Bates 
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30 Mar-1 April  - The Easter Pathway
30 Mar-2 April -  Midday Prayer, 12pm 
Wed 1 April - Youth Bowling, 6.45-9pm
Thurs 2 April - Bereavement Café, 10-11.30am
Thurs 2 April - Maundy Thursday Supper, 6.30pm (prebook)
Fri 3 April  - Good Friday Messy Church, 9.30-11am
Fri 3  April - The Crucifixion by John Stainer, 2-3pm
Sat 4 April - Repair Café, 10am-12.30pm
Sun 5 April - 8am Holy Communion (BCP)
Sun 5 April - 10am Easter ‘All Together’ Celebration
Sun 5 April - Homemade Stall,  11am after 10am service
Wed 15 April - the Junction (School yrs 9-13) , 7-9pm
Thurs 16 April - Thurs Coffee Morning & Hear Here, 10.30-11.30am
Sat 18 April - Men’s Breakfast Club, 9.30-11am
Sat 18 April - Welcome Tea & Cake, 3-4pm
Sat 25 April -  Bothy Work Party, 10-12noon
Sat 25 April - Afternoon Tea, 3-4.30pm
Tues 28 April - APCM, 7.30pm 
 

Diary for April
Click on individual dates for more details or email the office
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What Is My Bank Doing with My Money?

• Bank customers are demanding more accountability
and transparency from their banks - are you?

• Some banks invest heavily in fossil fuel extraction and
other destructive industries without regard to the
environmental consequences - does yours?

Look out for the special April focus topic
on "How Green is my Bank? on the
EcoChurch  board in the Hall, to find out
if your bank is paragon or pariah! 
(And how easy it is to change banks.)

Alpha Course - starts Tues 12 May
Quiet Day - Sat 23 May, 10am-3pm
Fetcham Fair - Sat 4 July, 12-4pm
Golf Day - Thurs 23 July, 2pm

Dates for the future...

ECO CHURCH

Archbishop of Canterbury 
The Enthronement of Sarah Mullally
took place on Tuesday 24  March.  th

She was installed as the 106th Archbishop
of Canterbury the first woman to hold
that post.  It's quite a moment in history!

To watch the 
recording of the
 installation 
online click
here.

Bishop Andrew
remembered
On Monday at Guildford
Cathedral and across
satellite services the
Diocese gathered to
remember and give thanks
for the life of Bishop Andrew.  
A recording of the funeral
remains 
available
online for
those 
who were
unable to 
join them.
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There will be no Morning Prayer during Holy Week, but do join us for
midday prayer from Monday to Thursday, or drop in to enjoy the Easter
Pathway (details on Page 1). Morning Prayer will resume from Tuesday 7th
of April at 9am from Tuesday - Thursdays. Our Monday 8.30am Morning
Prayer and 10.30am Prayer & Pastries both resume on the 13th of April.  

We pray for the families of David Slater and Betty Nicholls who have
sadly passed away.
We continue to pray for those who are unwell: Lynn Alsop, Martin
Carlton-Ward, Jeremy Clark, Debbie Cole, Barbara Grant, Ed McGrath,
Elaine Mead, Gillian Mills and Lucy Sandys 
And for those in residential care: Shirley Bevis, Jill Gray and June Williams 
If you would like us to pray for you or someone you love, email
prayer@stmarysfetcham.org.uk

Sundays
     8am Communion Service  
     said Book of Common Prayer 

     9:30am Communion Service 
     sung Common Worship 

     11:15am Worship Service 
     informal with worship band

Thursdays
     3:30-5pm Messy Church
     (2  monthly)nd

     10am Communion Service
     (3  monthly) rd

Services Regulars
Monday – Community Fridge 10-11am (not Bank Holidays)
Monday – Community Coffee Shop 10-11.30am (not Bank Holidays)
Monday* – Prayer and Pastries, 10.30-11am 
Monday - Jane’s House Reading Group, 2pm
Monday* – The Drop-In (School Yrs 7-13) 4-5.30pm
Wednesday* – Footprints Baby & Toddlers 10-11.30am 
Wednesday* – Youth Night (School Yrs 7-13) 1st and 3rd monthly 7-8.30pm
Wednesday - the Junction (School yrs 9-13) 2nd monthly 7-9pm
Wednesday* – Youth Band Rehearsal, 7-8pm – details on flyer
Thursday – Bereavement Café (1st monthly) 10-11.30am
Thursday – Messy Church (all the family) 2nd monthly 3.30-5pm
Thursday – Hear Here & Thursday Morning Coffee, 10.30-11.30am
Saturday – Repair Café (1st monthly), 10-12.30am
Saturday – Men’s Breakfast Club (3rd), 9.30-11.30am
Saturday – Afternoon Tea (last monthly) – 3-4.30pm
Sunday – Homemade stall & Secondhand books (1st monthly) 9.40-11.30am
Sunday* – Activ8 for under 11s and Sunday Youth for 11+ during 11.15 service

 *Running in Term Time
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